

































































































































































Results	and	Discussion		 Following	data	collection	using	the	Qualtrics	online	survey	administration	software,	the	statistical	software	program	SPSS	was	used	to	conduct	a	principal	axis	factoring	analysis.	Principal	axis	factoring—also	known	as	principal	factor	analysis—identifies	the	least	number	of	factors	which	can	account	for	the	common	variance	(or	correlation)	of	a	set	of	variables.		 In	order	to	test	the	internal	consistency	of	the	scales	measuring	realistic	threat,	symbolic	threat,	assimilationist	threat,	prototypicality	threat	and	our	novel	replacement	threat,	we	conducted	a	test	using	Cronbach’s	alpha	as	a	criterion	for	reliability.	Our	scale	compared	favorably	to	the	existing	scales,	with	a	Cronbach’s	alpha	of	0.886.	Among	the	other	scales,	the	respective	alpha	scores	were	0.692	(realistic	threat),	0.699	(assimilationist	threat)	and	0.596	(prototypicality	threat).		It	therefore	appears	on	first	take	that	our	replacement	threat	scale	is	a	coherent,	viable	measure.	We	acknowledge,	however,	that	the	reliability	coefficient	was	no	doubt	inflated	to	a	certain	degree	by	the	relatively	large	number	of	items	(12).	 We	next	examined	the	dimensional	structure	of	the	replacement	threat	scale	by	conducting	a	principal	axis	factoring	analysis.	Principal	axis	factoring—also	known	as	principal	factor	analysis—identifies	the	least	number	of	factors	that	can	account	for	the	common	variance	(or	correlation)	of	a	set	of	variables.	Out	of	the	twelve	items	in	the	replacement	threat	block,	three	common	factors	were	identified	in	the	analysis	by	virtue	of	exceeding	the	minimum	Eigenvalue	of	1.00.	We	began	by	labeling	the	discovered	factors	as	1,	2,	and	3.			Based	on	the	pattern	of	factor	loadings,	we	offer	the	following	characterizations	of	the	three	factors:	
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Factor	1:	Loss	of	Culture/Status		 Items	that	load	strongly	in	Factor	1	share	the	common	theme	of	loss	of	culture	and	status	by	the	white	population	in	the	United	States.	Key	items	found	in	this	factor	include:		1. Belief	in	the	inevitable	decline	of	America’s	position	as	a	global	leader	if	the	white	population	vanishes	2. Belief	in	the	inevitable	decline	of	American	culture	if	the	white	population	vanishes	3. A	sense	of	devaluation	of	white	culture	and	traditions	as	nonwhite	populations	approach	majority	status		The	strongest	among	the	items	in	this	factor	deals	directly	with	the	decline	of	America’s	status	on	the	world	stage,	though	trailed	only	slightly	by	a	sense	of	decline	in	American	culture	if	the	white	population	were	to	vanish	altogether.	Interestingly,	there	is	a	strong	connection	with	the	aforementioned	variables	and	a	sense	of	sadness	or	worry.	Registering	strongly	in	this	factor	were	feelings	of	sadness	(“It	makes	me	sad	to	imagine	the	United	States	with	only	a	small	percentage	of	white	people	left”),	ostensibly	linked	to	senses	of	diminishing	white	culture	and	the	perceived	decline	of	America	as	a	world	leader.	
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Factor	2:	Conspiracy	by	Political	Elites		 Items	that	load	strongly	in	Factor	2	indicate	a	belief	in	some	form	of	purposeful	effort	by	elites	to	encourage	or	even	cause	the	replacement	of	the	white	population	with	racial	and	ethnic	minorities.	This,	of	course,	is	correlated	with	the	general	belief	that	replacement	of	the	white	race	by	nonwhite	populations	is	already	occurring	(“It	seems	as	though	white	people	are	being	replaced	by	racial	and	ethnic	minorities	in	the	United	States”).	Key	concepts	found	in	this	factor	include:	1. The	belief	that	certain	political	groups	would	actively	or	passively	benefit	from	the	replacement	of	the	United	States’	white	population	by	racial	and	ethnic	minorities	2. A	sense	that	elites	would	prefer	to	replace	the	white	population	with	nonwhite	people		The	connection	of	these	two	items	makes	a	fair	amount	of	logical	sense,	as	political	elites	who	would	hypothetically	benefit	from	the	replacement	of	the	white	population	would	also	desire	for	that	process	to	occur	out	of	sheer	self-interest.		
	























































Table 3: Experimental Design B 	 	 	 	Demographic	Information	
		 	 Countervailing	
trends	
Impending	
minority	status	
None	
Rhetoric	
	
None	
	
	 	 	
Elaborated	by	
Mainstream	
Source	
Replacement	Threat	 Cultural	Threat	 ?	
Elaborated	by	
an	Extremist	
Source		
	
Replacement	Threat	 Cultural	Threat	 ?	
	 		 	
‘Experimental	Design	B’	Treatments	Based	on	the	theoretical	design	of	Experimental	Design	B,	seven	separate	and	distinct	treatments	will	be	necessary.		For	the	purpose	of	treatment	design,	“traditional	cultural	threat”	refers	to	rhetoric	which	asserts	that	migrants	threaten	the	cultural	fabric	of	a	nation	by	importing	non-American	language,	values,	dress,	and	other	cultural	practices	into	American	borders.	Conversely,	“replacement	threat”	refers	to	the	idea	that	the	growth	of	the	share	of	the	United	States	population	that	is	nonwhite	will	lead	to	the	replacement	of	the	white	race	and	its	culture	by	nonwhites	and	their	cultures.	Treatments	are	divided	into	the	following	three	subsets:			
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The	first	subset	of	treatments	will	exhibit	information	regarding	countervailing	demographic	trends,	the	impending	minority	status	of	whites	or	no	meaningful	demographic	information	at	all.	The	treatments	for	this	subset	will	be	rhetoric-free	and	will	encompass:	
• Countervailing	demographic	trends	displayed	without	any	attached	rhetoric	
• The	impending	minority	status	of	whites	without	any	attached	rhetoric	
• Provincial	demographic	trends	that	are	not	racial	in	nature,	expressed	without	any	attached	rhetoric		The	second	subset	of	treatments	will	exhibit	information	regarding	countervailing	demographic	trends	or	the	impending	minority	status	of	whites.	The	treatments	for	this	subset	will	be	elaborated	by	a	mainstream	source,	though	will	be	expressed	using	either	novel	replacement	threat	rhetoric	or	traditional	cultural	threat	rhetoric.	The	treatments	in	this	subset	will	be	as	follows:	
• Countervailing	demographic	trends	expressed	with	replacement	threat	rhetoric;	delivered	by	a	mainstream	source	
• The	impending	minority	status	of	whites	expressed	with	traditional	cultural	threat	rhetoric;	delivered	by	a	mainstream	source		The	third	subset	of	treatments	will	exhibit	information	regarding	countervailing	demographic	trends	or	the	impending	minority	status	of	whites.	The	treatments	for	this	subset	will	be	elaborated	by	an	extremist	source,	though	will	be	expressed	using	either	novel	replacement	threat	rhetoric	or	traditional	cultural	threat	rhetoric.	The	treatments	in	this	subset	will	be	as	follows:	
• Countervailing	demographic	trends	expressed	with	replacement	threat	rhetoric;	delivered	by	an	extreme	source	
• The	impending	minority	status	of	whites	expressed	with	traditional	cultural	threat	rhetoric;	delivered	by	an	extreme	source		
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As	in	Experimental	Design	A,	each	of	the	above	treatments	will	take	the	appearance	of	a	faux	newspaper	article.	Each	newspaper	article	treatment	will	feature	a	general	reporting	opening	followed	by	an	extensive	quote	by	the	source	and	an	accompanying	data	visualization	that	displays	the	respective	information	being	discussed	in	each	treatment	group.	
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